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FOREWORD 
It is my honour and privilege to write the Foreword to the 2021 Annual Report of the great Ahmadu Bello University 
(ABU), Zaria. When I assumed the position of the Vice-Chancellor of ABU on 30th April, 2020, the 
University in particular and the Nigerian University System in general was facing daunting challenges 
created by problems within and outside their macro and micro contexts of operation. It thus became a 
primary responsibility for my Administration to develop policies, programmes and strategies to 
reposition Ahmadu Bello University and enhance its performance, attractiveness,  prestige  and  relevance  in an 
environment  marked  by steeply competition,  rising expectations, and scarce resources.  In the face of exerting pressures and 
obstacles, it was clear that foresight, creativity and commitment were,  and are still needed  to  overcome the gargantuan problems 
that negatively affect the University’s ability to perform its core functions of teaching, learning, research 
and community service, including underfunding, inadequate infrastructural facilities, unstable 
academic calendar,   insecurity and the paucity of lecturers partly due to brain-drain, poor research and 
staff development. These problems have been exacerbated by the unviability of alternative revenue 
generating capacity of universities due to unstable economic condition, low per capita income, decrease 
in purchasing power, inflation, volatile foreign exchange, and other setbacks such as erratic power 
supply, energy shortages and the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
Despite recent challenges and uncertainties, Ahmadu Bello University has creatively responded to 
external changes and pressures by addressing some of the most pressing facing it in advance. The year 2021 
has thus been a watershed marked by resilience, innovation, collaboration, deepening ties across the 
university as well as demonstrating the agility to respond to multivariate situations. Gratifyingly, the 
University has withered the storm and continued to advance its primary mission of teaching and research, 
unlocking potential, making progress, and building bridges for teachers, researchers and students the 
world over. Some of the giant strides recorded in the critical areas of needs include sourcing alternative 
funds through collaborative linkages with various institutions and alumni as outlined below: 
a) N5billion secured from TETFund/Presidency for the development of complexes for the Faculty of 

Dental Surgery, Faculty of Allied Sciences (N2.8 billion) and Computer Engineering (N2.2 billion). 
b) N1billion for infrastructural development granted to ABU in March, 2021 by Abdul Samad Rabiu 

Africa Initiative (ASRI Initiative) Foundation to develop Danfodio Students Hostel, and to build a 
new structure for the Department of Building at ABU phase II 

c) The N825 million allocated by Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund) for the construction 
and furnishing of two blocks of students' hostel at Danfodio. TETFund also had allocated the 
following intervention funds: 

(i) the sum of N250 million each as 2020 and 2021 Zonal interventions. 
(ii) the sum of N5 billion as 2021 Presidential Special Intervention. 
(iii) the sum of N1 billion as 2021 special intervention. 
(iv) the sum of N700 million as 2021 special intervention to complete the 1000 seats 

auditorium. 
d) One-million-dollar ABU Cancer Drug Access and Training Program (CDATP) with Kano State 

Government in conjunction with Africa Access Initiatives (AAI) and Bio-Ventures Global Health 
(BVGH). 

e) Collaboration with Kano State government on 20-hectare pasture seeds multiplication project at 
Dudduru, Ajingi Local government Area in Kano State by ABU NAPRI. This development is 
expected to lead to the development of RUGA project to address the periodic farmers-herders 
clashes in the country. 

f) Signing a joint collaboration MoU of 25th February, 2020 between ABU and EFCC on establishing 
an Anti-corruption Studies Programme and its consolidation in June 2021. The collaboration is to 
enable EFCC Academy run five different academic programs in anti-corruption studies leading 
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to the award of basic, advanced certificates and postgraduate diploma. It is basically structured to 
produce high quality personnel and graduates equipped with the required knowledge and skills for 
the effective fight against corruption, enforcement of anti-corruption laws as well as prosecution 
of economic and financial crimes. 

g) Re-invigoration of inaugural lectures, seminars and workshops on topical issues confronting the 
country and the world. As at today, hardly will a month or so pass by without ABU having one 
intellectual gathering, seminar, workshop, or debate going on in its campuses. The idea is to get its 
intellectuals proffer solutions to the teething problems confronting Nigeria, Africa humanity as 
well as enhance the 



Ahmadu Bello University Zaria, Nigeria    2021 Annual Report  

6 

 

 

 
 

development of critical thinking and goal-getters in the wider global community. 
h) Securing Patent certificates for ABU from the Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade and Investment 

for the sole use of the proto-type 4-in-1 Hand Sanitizing Machine code-named ABUSANIT-20 
and Intensive Care Ventilator code-named ABUVENT-20. All were invented in ABU in the 
year 2020/21 as part of the University’s contribution towards the global fight against COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 

I am glad to note that Ahmadu Bello University is living up to its mission of contributing to the 
development of society through teaching, learning and research. By firmly linking the University's 
chain of achievements throughout the past 61 years to its future, Ahmadu Bello University will 
continue to make the utmost efforts to contribute to society through the creation of new intellectual value 
and the cultivation of outstanding human resources. 
My sincere thanks to all our students, staff, alumni and friends for their support and continuous 
commitment to the progress of  our great University.  

 
Professor Kabiru Bala B.Sc. (hons), MSc. MBA, PhD, FNIOB, MPAM, MCABE, C.BIdg, E. MICIArb 

Vice Chancellor 
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PART 1: GENERAL INFORMATION 

Our Vision 
Ahmadu Bello University shall be a world-class university comparable to any other, engaged in imparting 
contemporary knowledge, using high quality facilities and multi-disciplinary approaches, to men and 
women of all races, as well as generating new ideas and intellectual practices relevant to the needs of its 
immediate community, Nigeria and the world at large. 

 
Our Mission 

To advance the frontiers of learning and break new grounds, through teaching, research and dissemination 
of knowledge of highest quality; to establish and foster national and international integration, 
development, and promotion of African traditions and cultures; to produce high-level human power and 
enhance capacity building through retraining, in order to meet the needs and challenges of the catchment 
area, Nigeria and the rest of the world. 

 

 
a) Professionalism and teamwork. 

CORE VALUES 

b) Optimal utilization of Information Technology (IT) facilities and other office 
Infrastructure. 

c) Visionary, interactive and exemplary administrative leadership. 
d) Open, transparent, responsive, dependable processes and system. 
e) Reputable and dependable corporate image. 
f) Gender sensitivity and equity. 
g) Comprehensive and inclusive welfare system. 
h) Confidentiality and the sanctity of documents. 
i) Efficient and effective service delivery. 

 
OVERVIEW OF ABU AND ITS COMPOSITION 

Ahmadu Bello University (ABU) was established on 4th October, 1962, two years after Nigeria got its 
independence from British colonial rule. It is located in Zaria, Kaduna State, Nigeria and covers a land area 
of about 7,000 hectares. The major aim of establishing the university is to build high-level manpower for 
national development and to specifically meet the educational needs of the then Northern Nigeria. In 
this regard, a consortium of THREE reputable Nigerian College of Arts, Science & Technology 
institutions, namely Institute for Agricultural Research (IAR), Zaria (established in 1922); Institute of 
Administration (IOA), Kongo, Zaria (established in 1947); and Abdullahi Bayero College of Arabic 
Studies, Kano (established in 1960), were brought together for the take-off of Ahmadu Bello University. 

 
All the first-generation universities that were established and funded by their respective regions were 
taken over by the Federal Government of Nigeria. Thus, ABU became a federal government institution in 
1975. The University has 58,314 students and 8,968 staff; it operates two campuses in Samaru, and 
Kongo in Zaria and School of Basic and Remedial Studies in Funtua, Katsina State. It also has 
some 
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Some outreach programmes located in specialized institutions like DAC, NAERLS, IAR and NAPRI as well 
as in various campuses across the country. 

 
The University has a very vibrant tradition of unionism that serves as the fourth estate that checks the 
system to ensure good governance, accountability and social justice. The in-house unions include: 
Academic Staff Union of Universities (ASUU); Senior Staff Association of Nigerian Universities 
(SSANU); National Association of Academic Technologists (NAAT); Non-Academic Staff Union 
(NASU); Joint Health Sector Unions (JOHESU); Students Representative Council (SRC). 
 
The University has the following faculties, departments, research centers, schools and colleges, 
directorates, stakeholders and affiliated institutes: 

(a) 117 Academic Departments situated in the following 17 Schools and Faculties: ABU 
Business School; faculties of Agriculture; Arts, Allied Health Sciences, Basic Clinical 
Sciences, Basic Medical Sciences, Clinical Sciences, Dental Surgery, Education, 
Engineering, Environmental Design, Law, Life Sciences; Physical Sciences, Social 
Sciences, Pharmaceutical Sciences and Veterinary 

(b) 12 Research Centers: 
Africa Centre of Excellence in Neglected Tropical Diseases and Forensic Biotechnology 
Centre for Biotechnology Research and Training 
Centre for Historical Documentation and Research – (Arewa House) 
Centre for Energy Research and Training 
Centre for Spatial Information and Science 
Centre for Islamic Legal Studies 
Distance learning Centre 
Gender Policy Unit 
International Center of Excellence for Rural Finance and Entrepreneurship 
Africa Center for Excellence in New Pedagogies in Engineering Education 
Sustainable Procurement, Environmental and Social Standard Enhancement Centre of 

Excellence 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital (VTH) 

(c) 7 Research Institutes – Institute of Administration (IOA); Institute for Development Research 
& Training (IDR & T); Institute of Education (IOE); Institute for Agricultural Research (IAR); 
National Agricultural Extension and Research Liaison Services (NAERLS); National Animal 
Production and Research Institute (NAPRI); Iya Abubakar Institute of Information and 
Communication Technology (IAIICT) 
(d) 5 Schools & Colleges – School of Postgraduate Studies (SPGS), Business School (Biz Sch), 
School of Basic & Remedial Studies (SBRS), Division of Agricultural Colleges (DAC), College 
of Medical Sciences (CMS). 
(e) 4 Directorates – Directorate of Public Affairs (DPA), Directorate of University Advancement 
(DUA), Directorate of Academic Planning & Monitoring (DAPM) and Directorate of Physical 
Planning & Municipal Services. 
(f) A Registry with these 5 Departments: Human Resource Development (HRD), Human 
Resource Administration (HRA), Council Affairs, Academic Affairs, Legal and Industrial 
Relations Unit. 
(g) A Bursary with the following 7 Departments: Pay rolling and Main Campus, 
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Accounting, Finance, Administration, Operation and Investment, Budget and Expenditure 
Control, Central Stores and 
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Units Stores Services. 
(h) The Stakeholders of ABU include: Staff, Students, Faculties, Departments, Institutes, 
Centers and other units outside university such as: Federal Ministry of Education (FME), 
National University Commission (NUC), State Ministries of Education, Petroleum Technology 
Development Fund (PTDF), Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFUND) and other related 
MDAs' such as Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Federal Ministry of 
Science & Technology. 
(i) Some Affiliated Institutions – Federal College of Education, Zaria; College of Education, 
Minna; Federal College of Education Kano; College of Education Gidan waya- Kafanchan, 
Kaduna; College of Education Akwanga, Nasarawa State; College of Education, Kontagora, 
Niger State; Federal College of Education (Technical) Gusau Zamfara State; Shehu Shagari 
College of Education Sokoto; Isa Kaita College of Education Dutsin-ma, Katsina State; College of 
Education Zing, Taraba State; Federal Polytechnic, Misau, Bauchi State. 
(j) Some Businesses and other interests of the University: 

i. Ahmadu Bello University Press Limited 
ii. Ahmadu Bello University Consultancy Services (ABUCONS) Nigeria Limited 
iii. ABU Micro Finance Bank Nigeria Limited 

iv. ABU F.M 101.1 

v. ABU Hotels 

vi. ABU Estate Management Company Ltd. 

 
Due to its complex composition and high capacity, Ahmadu Bello University has carved a niche for 
itself and has grown bigger over time in all aspect of its academic pursuits, thus excelling in the fields 
of agricultural sciences, engineering, environmental sciences, the humanities, administration and 
social sciences, to mention a few.  Presently, Ahmadu Bello University is rated as one of the largest and most 
cosmopolitan of the tertiary institutions in sub-Saharan Africa in terms of size, variety of academic 
programmes and diversity of both staff and students. It is therefore veritably acknowledged to be the 
only truly federal university in Nigeria that symbolizes national unity and integration, in relations to its 
peers that were established at about the same time with it in other regions of Nigeria. Ahmadu Bello 
University has the largest number of alumni/alumnae, who occupy strategic business, policy and 
government positions across the country and Africa. 

 
UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION 

The University system consists of four statutory organs, namely: Council, Senate, Congregation, and 
Convocation. Although each of these organs has distinct powers and functions, they are designed to 
complement each other and optimize teamwork. 

 
The President and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Nigeria is the Visitor to the 
University. There is a Chancellor who is the ceremonial Head of the University; a Pro-Chancellor and 
Chairman of the Governing Council; a Vice-Chancellor who is the Chief Executive and Accounting 
Officer of the University. Other principal officers of the University are the Deputy Vice Chancellors 
Administration & Academic respectively, the Registrar who is the Chief Administrative Officer of the 
University, the Bursar who is in charge of all financial matters, and the Librarian, all of whom are 
answerable to the Vice Chancellor. 
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The Governing Council manages and regulates the finances, accounts, investment, property, business, 
and all other affairs of the University. 
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Senate, under which there are Faculty Boards, and a School of Postgraduate Studies Board, is the decision 
and policymaking body of the University on academic matters covering all educational programs, 
admission, award of degrees, diplomas, and certificates to deserving undergraduate and postgraduate 
students as well as individuals who merit fellowship or honorary degrees or diplomas. It supervises and 
regulates the implementation of all academic programs of the University, which cover teaching and 
research. The academic affairs of the University are managed by the Senate,  

 
The Congregation is the body through which representation of university staff other than members of the 
senate is secured on the Council and Senate. The primary function of the Congregation is to provide a 
forum for the discussion of matters affecting the academic wellbeing of the University and to make 
recommendations, from time to time, to the Council or the Senate on such matters as it thinks fit. 

 
Convocation is an organ of the University, which provides a representation of one member on the Council 
and also platform were matters affecting the University are discussed. 

 
There are also Boards of Governors as well as Professional Academic Boards of Institutes and Centres 
which administer their respective administrative and academic matters. The University system is 
managed using a committee system. 

 
MEMBERS OF THE CURRENT UNIVERSITY GOVERNING 

COUNCIL 
i. Mal. Adamu Fika (Wazirin Fika) - Pro-Chancellor and Chairman 

ii. Professor Kabiru Bala (Vice-Chancellor) - Member 

iii. Professor Ahmed D. Ibrahim (DVC Admin.) - Member 

iv. Professor D. A. Ameh (DVC Academic) - Member 

v. Professor Isiaka Adekunle Amoo - Member 

vi. Dr. Sani Ibrahim Amin - Member 

vii. Dr. Stella Ngozi Anasi - Member 

viii. Barrister Abubakar Ibrahim Azara - Member 

ix. Professor Kawu M. Umaru 

(Congregation Representative) - Member 

x. Professor Abubakar M. Madaki 

(Senate Representative) - Member 

xi. Professor M.K. Othman 

(Senate Representative) - Member 

xii. Professor Abubakar Aliyu Liman 

(Senate Representative) - Member 
xiii. Professor Sadiq Umar 

(Senate Representative) - Member 
xiv. Professor Aliyu Rafindadi Sanusi 

(Congregation) - Member 
xv. Mrs. Claris Ujam 

(FME Representative) - Member 
xvi. Mal. Mohammed Hayatudeen 

(Convocation Rep.) - Member 
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xvii. Rabiu Samaila - Registrar & Secretary 
xviii. Mal. Abdulhamid L. Gambo 

(Ag. University Librarian) - In attendance 
xix. Mal. Mohammed B. A.Gurin (Bursar) - In attendance 

 
MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSITY SENATE 

Vice Chancellor/Chairman- Professor Kabiru Bala 
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Administration) - Professor Ahmed Doko Ibrahim 
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) - Professor Danladi A. Ameh. 
All Professors 
All Provost, Deans, & Directors of Academic Units 
All HODs – of Academic Departments 
University Librarian 
Elected academic members of the Congregation who are not professors 
Registrar – Secretary. 

 
MEMBERS OF THE CONVOCATION 

Chancellor, all academic staff, all students and all graduands. 
Chancellor is the Chair and Registrar is the Secretary 

 
MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION 

All  principal  officers  of  the  University,  all  members  of  academic  staff,  all  members  of 
administrative staff holding degrees conferred by recognized university, 
The VC is the Chairman and Registrar is the Secretary. 
The DVC (Academic) is Chair Standing Committee on Congregation. 

 
VICE CHANCELLORS OF THE UNIVERSITY 

 

Professor Normans Alexander - 1961-1966 
Professor Ishaya S. Audu - 1966-1975 
Professor Iya Abubakar - 1975-1978 
Professor Oladipo Akinkugbe - 1978-1979 
Professor Ango Abdullahi - 1979-1986 

Professor Adamu Nayaya Mohammed -  1986-1991 
Professor Daniel I. Saror -  1991-1995 
Gen. Mamman Kontagora -  1995-1998 
Professor Abdullahi Mahadi -  1998-2004 
Prof. S.U. Abdullahi -  2004-2009 
Prof. Abdullahi Mustapha -  2009-2015 
Prof. Ibrahim Garba -  2015-2020 
Prof. Kabiru Bala - 2020 to date 
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Founder and First Chancellor of 
Ahmadu Bello University 

 
 

 

Sir Ahmadu Bello KBE, GCON. 
Sardauna of Sokoto and Premier of 

Northern Nigeria 
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VISITOR 
 
 
 
 

Muhammadu Buhari 
President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces 

Federal Republic of Nigeria 
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His Majesty Obi Ofala 

Nnaemeka Alfred Achebe 
Obi of Onitsha 

CHANCELLOR 
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Adamu Fika (Wazirin Fika), GCON 
Pro-Chancellor & Chairman 

ABU Governing Council 
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MEMBERS OF THE 
UNIVERSITY GOVERNING COUNCIL 

 
 

PROF. KABIRU BALA 
Internal Member 

PROF. A. D. IBRAHIM 
Internal Member 

PROF. A. D. AMEH 
Internal Member 

 
 
 

   
DR. SANI IBRAHIM AMIN 

External Member 
DR. STELLA NGOZI ANASI 

External Member 
ALH. ABUBAKAR I. AZARA 

External Member 
 
 
 

   
 

MRS UJAM CLARIS 
External Member 

PROF. ISIAKA A. AMOO 
External Member 

PROF. KAWU M. UMARU 
Internal Member 
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MEMBERS OF THE 
UNIVERSITY GOVERNING COUNCIL 

 
 

PROF. ALIYU R. SANUSI 
Internal Member 

PROF. A.A. LIMAN 
Internal Member 

PROF. SADIQ UMAR 
Internal Member 

 
 
 

   
 

PROF. M. K OTHMAN 
Internal Member 

PROF. A. M. MADAKI 
Internal Member 

MOHAMMED HAYATU DEEN 
Internal Member 

 
 
 

   
MAL. RABIU SAMAILA 

Secretary 
MAL. MOHAMMED B.A. GURIN MAL. ABDULHAMID L. GAMBO 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF 
UNIVERSITY  

 
 

PROF. KABIRU BALA 
Vice Chancellor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROF. A. D. IBRAHIM 
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Admin) 

PROF. A. D. AMEH 
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) 

 
 
 

   
MAL. RABIU SAMAILA MAL. MOHAMMED B.A. GURIN MAL. ABDULHAMID L. GAMBO 

Registrar Bursar Acting University Librarian 
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The Ahmadu Bello University Senate Building 
 



Ahmadu Bello University Zaria, Nigeria    2021 Annual Report  

22 

 

 

 
 

Aerial View of Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria 
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34. Security Division Mal. Ashiru T. Zango Ag. Chief 
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Faculties 

FACULTIES, COLLEGES, INSTITUTES, CENTRES, 
DIRECTORATES AND SCHOOLS 

ABU Business School 
Administration 
Agriculture 
Arts 
Education 
Engineering 
Environmental Design 
Law 
Social Sciences 
Life Sciences 
Physical Sciences 
Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Veterinary Medicine 

 
College of Medical Sciences 
Clinical Sciences 
Basic Clinical Sciences 
Allied Health Sciences 
Basic Medical Sciences 
Dental Surgery 

School of Postgraduate Studies 

School of Basic and Remedial Studies 

Division of Agricultural Colleges 

Centers, Directorates and Institutes 
Institute of Administration (IOA) 
Institute of Development Research & Training (IDR & T) 
Institute of Education (IOE) 
Institute for Agricultural Research (IAR) 
National Agricultural Extension, Research and Liaison Services (NAERLS). 
National Animal Production Research Institute (NAPRI), 
Iya Abubakar Institute of Information and Communication Technology (IAIICT). 
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PART 2: STAFFING (TEACHING AND NON- TEACHING) 
 

Total Staff Strength of The University is 8,950, Consisting of 2,476 Teaching staff; 2,789 Senior Non- 
Teaching Staff; 1,233 Technical Staff and 2,452 Junior Staff. 
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JUNIOR STAFF PROMOTIONS: 

 
i. Complex A = 40 Staff 

ii. Complex C = 45 

iii. Complex D = 112 

iv. Complex E = 77 

v. Complex G = 17 

vi. Complex H = 13 

vii. Complex L = 241 

Total 545 
 

EMPLOYMENT MATTERS: 
a) Employment: A total of 6 senior staff only were employed on tenured appointment and 

one Sabbatical appointment was offered to a Professor in the Department of Philosophy on 
the 9th November, 2021. 

b) Secondment: A total of 30 staff were released on secondment to other various 
establishments within and outside the country. 

c) Study Fellowship: A total of 67 staff were awarded study fellowship. 85% of the approved 
awards are foreign fellowships, while 15% are in Nigerian educational institutions. 

d) Leave of Absence: 16 staff members were approved to proceed on leave of absence. 
e) Sabbatical Leave: 54 staff members were approved to enjoy their leave. 
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Table 6: STAFF TRAINING SCHEME 

Eight programmes are being offered under the Staff Training Scheme and 336 staff were on 
training: 

 

S/N COURSE/PROGRAMME NO OF 
STUDENTS 

1 Basic Security Course 29 

2 Advanced Security Personnel Course 97 

3 Basic Clerical Course 9 

4 Senior Clerical Course 76 

5 Executive Officer Course (General) 56 

6 Basic Technology Courses 43 

7 Asst. Library Officer Course 14 

8 Senior Library Asst. Course 12 

 Total 336 

 

ABU Business School 
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PART 3: RESEARCHES AND DISCOVERIES 
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PART 4: GLOBAL PICTURE OF STUDENTS 
AND GRADUANDS 
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ABU Distance Learning Centre 
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School of Postgraduate Studies, ABU Zaria 
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Other Linkages and Collaborations 
a. Public Private Partnership (PPP) Unit. The Project Steering Committee (PSC) and Project 

Delivery Team (PDT) of the University were inaugurated on 1st March, 2021 with representation 
from Infrastructure Concession Regulatory Commission (ICRC), Federal Ministries of 
Education, Justice, Finance and Budget and National Planning. Several projects were identified 
and prioritized for procurement through the PPP approach, including the proposals for the 
following: 

i) Development of a 3-storey shopping complex along Manchester Road, Opposite Guaranty 
Trust Bank, GRA, Zaria 

ii) Development of commercial residential apartments along Queen Elizabeth Road, G.R.A., 
Zaria 

iii) Development of sports hostels at the A.B.U. sports complex. 
iv) Development of a hotel/building at the Central Business District, Abuja 

b. United Nations Development Programme Job Placement Collaboration with Ahmadu Bello 
University. In pursuit of this, Advancement Services has helped in coordinating a campaign for a 
fire-chart session with a team of young alumni of the university. 

c. ABU has successfully coordinated the activities of Chinese programme in the university where 
over 300 students were trained Chinese language. The unit maintains healthier relationship with 
Chinese Embassy upon which it facilitated the reactivation of October 1st Chinese 
Ambassadorial Scholarship to 50 best students of the University. 

d. Strengthening of University Collaboration with Universiti Dan DickoDankolodo de Niger 
Republic, Maradi. 20 undergraduate students accompanied by their lecturer came and spent three 
months intensive practical session in the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences. The collaboration 
aimed at achieving ECOWAS Regional Integration through the staff/students exchange 
programme between the two countries 

e. The Directorate of University Advancement Services is currently coordinating two grants' 
opportunities from Erasmus Plus. Five (5) of the University lecturers from Agriculture and 
Veterinary Medicine Faculties were scheduled for 6 months PhD internship/Bench work and 
Postdoctoral programme in Romanian University. Similarly,the process of Erasmus Plus Student 
Exchange Programme with the University Rovira is being considered for collaborative 
relationship with ABU Department of Urban & Regional Planning and the Department of 
Architecture. 

f. There were a number of national and international organizations with which the University had 
forged value-adding collaborations in education, training and research within the period under 
review as follows (both national and International): 

i) Collaboration with Defence Headquarters for made in Nigeria Warfare 
equipment and other 
defence-related research efforts 

ii) Training of Interns from Dangote Refinery and Petrochemical Company on petroleum 
refining using Zeolite Catalyst at the Department of Chemical Engineering. 

iii) Collaboration with Paul and   Mary   Achimugu   Foundation   to   endow   a   
professorial   chair,   offer scholarships to intelligent students and sponsor lecture series in the 
Department of Polymer and Textile Engineering 

iv) MoU signed with VAAL University of Technology, South Africa to foster staff and 
students exchange between the two institutions 
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PART 7: SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 
APPROVED NEW CENTRES/FACULTIES/DEPARTMENTS/PROGRAMMES 
The 506thSenate meeting held of 25th May, 2021 approved the establishment of the following units and 
programmes: 

a) Venom, Anti-venom and Natural Toxics Research Centre (VANTRC)  
 

b) Centre for Inland Basin Studies (CIBS)   
 

c) Faculty of Dental Surgery in the College of Medical Sciences. Same was approved by NUC 
with these four (4) Departments: 

i. Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery; 
ii. Oral Medicine 
iii. Conservative Dentistry 
iv. Orthodontic Pediatric Dental Surgery. 

 

CHANGE OF DEPARTMENTAL NOMENCLATURE: The Senate in its 506th meeting held on 25th 

May, 2021 approved the change of nomenclature of the Department of Telecommunications Engineering 
that awards B. Eng. Telecommunications Engineering to the Department of Electronics and 
Telecommunications Engineering which is now to award B. Eng. Electronics and Telecommunications 
Engineering. The NUC has also approved the changes. 

 

NEW ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES: Senate in its 502nd Regular meeting held on 28th January, 2021, 
approved the following programmes: 
(a) Five (5) undergraduate programmes for the Distance Learning Centre (DLC): 

i) B.Sc. Political Science; 
ii) B.Sc. International Studies; 
iii) B.Sc. Sociology; 
iv) B.Sc. Computer Science; and 
v) B.Sc. Accounting. 

 
(b) Seven (7) postgraduate programmes for the DLC are: 

i) Master of Business Administration (MBA) with specialization in Hajj Operations 
Management; 

ii) Master in International Affairs and Diplomacy (MIAD); 
iii) Master in Information Management (MIM); 
iv) Master in Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice (MLCJ); 
v) Master in Public Health (MPH); 
vi) Master in Public Administration (MPA), and 
vii) Postgraduate Diploma in Management (PGDM) 

 
(c) Three (3) postgraduate programmes for the Department of Agricultural and Bio-resources 

Engineering: 
i) Postgraduate Diploma Programme in Farm Power Machinery and Bio-system 

Engineering; 
ii) Postgraduate Diploma Programme in Agricultural Products Processing and Storage 

Engineering; and 
iii) Postgraduate Diploma Programme in Soil, Water and Bio-resources Engineering. 

 
(a) Three programmes for the Sustainable Procurement, Environmental and Social Standards 

Enhancement Centre of Excellence (SPESSCE) to be run in collaboration with the World Bank 
were established during the 514th Senate meeting held on the 16th December, 2021 as follows: 
. 
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i) B.Sc. Procurement Management in Department of Quantity Surveying; 
ii) B.Sc. Environmental Standards in Department of Urban and Regional Planning; and 
iii) B.Sc. Social Standards in Department of Sociology. 

 

e) The Department of Quantity Surveying was given approval during the 506th Senate meeting held on 25th 

May, 2021, to run B.Sc. Estate Management programme. Same was approved by NUC. 
(f) The Department of Electronics and Telecommunications Engineering to run (2) postgraduate academic 

Programmes approved by the Senate during its 513th 

2021.The programmes are: 
i) M.Sc. Microelectronics Engineering; and 
ii) M.Sc. Telecommunications Engineering. 

regular meeting held on 25th
 November, 

 

2021/2022 ADMISSIONS: The University could not conduct the 2020/2021 admission exercise because 
the2019/2020 academic session was concluded on 13th November, 2021. Thus, the university resolved to 
merge the 2020/2021 with the 2021/2022 admissions sessions and a total number of 15,100 UTME 
candidates attended the post-UTME screening exercise held from 4th to 9th October, 2021. 

 
SCHOOL OF POSTGRADUATE STUDIES (SPGS) AND ITS' BLENDED TEACHING AND 

LEARNING INITIATIVE: As part of effective measures to deal with challenges posed by the Covid-19 
pandemic, the Senate of the University at its 501st meeting held on 12th January, 2021, approved that all 
postgraduate programmes/students be handled virtually using online ICT supported blended teaching and 
learning arrangement. This is being implemented in respect of lectures, seminars and viva voce. As a 
result of this innovation, a total of one thousand nine hundred and seventy-two (1,972) viva voce were 
conducted by the school from February to December, 2021, out of which one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve (1,812) were physical, while one hundred and sixty (160) were virtual. 
DISTANCE LEARNING CENTRE (DLC) -STUDENT ENROLMENT AND GRADUATION: As 
at May semester of 2019/2020 academic session, the Centre had a total of 5,440 registered students for its 
seventeen (17) programmes made up of 2,819 postgraduate students and 2,621 undergraduate students.  
As at September semester of 2020/2021 academic session, the Centre had graduated 2,452 postgraduate 
students and 70 undergraduate students. 

 
Institutional Accreditation: The NUC conducted an institutional accreditation of the Centre between 30th 
June and 8th July, 2019. The Centre scored 94.9% and was adjudged to be the best in the country. The 
NUC pre-validated 11 new programmes for DLC between 22nd and 24th December, 2020 and 
approved them with effect from the 2020/2021 academic session. The DLC commenced the 
deployment of the 11 new programmes with effect from May semester 2020/2021 academic session 
which commenced on 14th June, 2021. 

 
DLC Liaison Offices: Presently, the Centre has seven (7) Liaison Offices in the following locations: 
Abuja; Lagos; Port-Harcourt; Gombe; Sokoto; Kaduna; and Kano. These offices serve as students' 
registration and examination Centres without necessarily coming to DLC Main Office in Zaria. 

 
UNIVERSITY JOURNAL 

i. ABU Journal of Public Administration 
ii. ABU Journal of Business Administration 
iii. Environ 
iv. Construction focus 
v. Nigerian Journal of Engineering (NJE) 
vi. Faculty of Law Journal 
vii. Nigerian Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences (NJPS) 
viii. Journal of Pharmacology and Tropical Therapeutics 
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ix. West African Journal of Micro Biology 
x. Sahara Journal of Medicine 
xi. Zaria Journal of Social Sciences 
xii. Nigerian Journal of Political Sciences 
xiii. Economic update 
xiv. Veterinary Clinical Practice Journal 
xv. Zariya Veterinarians 
xvi. Department of African Languages Journal, Harshe 
xvii. Department of History Journal, Zahir 
xviii. The Nigerian Journal of Scientific Research 
xix. Zaria Journal of Literal Arts (ZAJOLA) 
xx. Journal of Educational Research and Development, Faculty of Education, ABU Zaria. 

 
 

IMPORTANT GUEST TO THE UNIVERSITY IN 2021 
The following guests visited the University for various projects and this created the opportunity for 
guests/alumni to reunite with their alma mata, sponsor projects, and sign agreements for collaborative 
programmes. 
02/01/2021, Kashim Ibrahim-Imam Chairman, BOT TETfund 
22/02/2021, Brig. Gen. S. I. Musa, Commandant Nigerian Army School of Legal Services 
24/02/2021, H. E. Simon Bako Lalong Governor, Plateau State 
15/03/2021,  Dr. Adakal  Ohsserni,  Dean  of  Health  Sciences  Faculty,  Dan  Decko  Dan 

Koulodo Marade- Niger Republic 
10/04/2021, Dr. Saidu Ahmed Dukawa, HOD, Public Admin, BUK, Kano 
17/04/2021, Dr. Ibrahim Sani Khalil, ABU Alumni President 
20/02/2021, Prof. O. A. Omotosho, Chairman, NUC Accreditation Panel Department of 

Agric Extension Farm Management. 
23/04/21, Maj. Gen. A.A Ibrahim, HQ Depot Nigerian Army 
05/05/2021, Professor Popoola Adeola, Federal University of Technology Akure 
26/05/2021, Chief Anibe Achimugu, President National Cotton Association of Nigeria and 

President Paul and Mary Achimugu Foundation 
26/05/2021, His Highness Mal. Ahmad Nuhu Bamali, Emir of Zazzau 
10/09/2021, Hon. Aminu Suleiman, Chairman, House Committee on Tertiary Education, 

NASS 
14/09/2021, Prof. S. E. Bogoro, Executive Secretary, Tertiary Education Trust Fund, Abuja 
17/09/2021, DCP Tunji Disu, Head of Intelligence Response Team, Abuja 
07/10/2021, HRH Dr. Josiah I. Kantiyok, Traditional Ruler Agwam Zikpak II 
02/11/2021, Dr. Hadiza Sabuwa Balarabe, Deputy Governor of Kaduna State 
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Pictorial display of some of the guests that visited the university. 

Visit to the University by Executives of the Veterinary Council of Nigeria (VCN) accompanied 
by the staff of faculty of Veterinary Medicine. 

 

 

Chairman, House of Representatives Committee on Tertiary Education and Service, Hon.(Dr.) 
Aminu Suleiman , speaking during the Committee's visit to the University 
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The Vice –Chancellor, Prof. Kabiru Bala, briefing members of the House 

Committee of the state of the University 
 

A cross section of audience at the 50th Anniversary Conference of Department 
of Quantity Survey ABU Zaria. 

 

H.E Governor Mal. Nasir EL- Rufa'i cutting the 50th Anniversary Cake of the 
Department of Quantity Survey supported by the Vice Chancellor and other guests. 



Ahmadu Bello University Zaria, Nigeria    2021 Annual Report  

61 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Group photograph of dignitaries at the 50th Anniversary Conference of the 

Department of Quantity Survey, ABU Zaria 
 
 

QS Murtala Aliyu, Quantity Surveyor Registration Board of Nigeria presenting paper 
at the 50th Conference of the Department of Quantity Survey ABU Zaria. 
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The Executive Secretary, Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund), 
Prof. Suleiman E. Bogoro (left) on a chat with the Vice-Chancellor, 

Prof. Kabiru Bala, during the visit of the former. 
 

The Executive Secretary, Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund), 
Prof. Suleiman E. bogoro, and cross section of ABU Management team 

brainstorming on some research funding projects. 
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National Anthem 
Arise O Compatriots, 
Nigeria’s Call obey 

To serve our fatherland 
With love and strength and faith 
The labour of our heroes past 

Shall never be in vain 
To serve with heart and might 
One nation bound in freedom 

Peace and Unity. 

 
Ahmadu Bello University 

Anthem 
Ahmadu Bello University now we proclaim 

From hills and plains we have come, 
To draw from the stream of knowledge 

Our duty is to succeed, 
In learning and character, 

And service 
Excellence is our goal; 

Ahmadu Bello University 
Here our dreams we shall achieve. 

 
We give thanks to Almighty Allah 

In Him we derive our strength, 
We dutifully shall abide 

By the ways of good learning, 
North to South 
East to West 

Our name shall always resound; 
Ahmadu Bello University 

A citadel of great learning. 


